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Profile  

• Development and agricultural economist for over 20 years 
• More than 50 publications in top-ranked and high-impact-factor journals, books, and book chapters on 

development economics and on agricultural and food policy 
• Senior Editor of the Journal of Agricultural Education and Extension and Associate Editor of Agricultural 

Economics and Food Security journals (2021 – present) 
• Principal investigator of 12 research projects; and raised a total of about USD4 million research grants  
• Team leader in 15 large-scale household surveys and 5 organization- and firm-level surveys  
• Research areas include agricultural transformation, value chain competitiveness, agricultural innovation 

and information systems, aquatic food systems, food safety, gender and social inclusion, and impact 
assessment of development and agricultural programs 

 
Employment  
Apr 2019-present Senior Research Fellow, IFPRI, Washington, D.C. 
Dec 2012-Mar 2019 Research Fellow, IFPRI, Washington, D.C. 
Dec 2009-Nov 2012    Associate Research Fellow, IFPRI, Washington, D.C. 
Jun 2004-Nov 2009 Extended-term Consultant/Economist, World Bank, Washington, D.C.  
Jan 2001-May 2004 Graduate Research Assistant, Michigan State University 
Jun 1999-Dec 2000 Teaching Fellow, University of the Philippines, Diliman 
Nov 1997-Dec 2000 Research Analyst, Philippine Institute for Development Studies, Makati, Philippines 
 
Education  
2008   Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics, Michigan State University, East Lansing 
2001   M.Sc. in Economics, Univ. of the Philippines, Diliman (top of the class) 
1998   B.Sc. in Business Economics, Univ. of the Philippines, Diliman (magna cum laude) 
 
Research program management and leadership  

• Currently leading the aquatic food policy research under the One CGIAR Resilient Aquatic Food System 
Initiative (2022 – present) 

• Currently leading the agricultural extension component of the research program on agricultural 
extension, inclusive markets, and cooperatives in Malawi (2020-2024), funded by the Gov. of Flanders  

• Led a 4-year research program on Accelerating Aquaculture Development in Ghana through Sustainable 
Tilapia Seed Production and Dissemination (2019-2022), funded by the Netherlands and CGIAR  

• Led a 2-year research program to integrate gender and nutrition approaches in the World Bank’s 
Agricultural Development Support Project (ADSP) in Myanmar (2019-2021) 

• Led the 3-year research program on agricultural technology adoption and pluralistic extension system 
in Malawi (2016-2020), funded by the Government of Flanders, GIZ and USAID  

• Led research projects on tilapia, poultry, maize, and rice value chains in Ghana (2015-2018), funded by 
USAID through the IFPRI Ghana Country Strategy Support Program  

• Managed multi-year and multi-donor research projects of the Agricultural and Rural Development 
(ARD) Department of the World Bank: (1) Gender in Agriculture Sourcebook, a 3-year joint research 
project by the World Bank, FAO and IFAD; (2) Gender and Governance in Rural Services, a 2-year joint 
research project by the World Bank and IFPRI; and (3) Enhancing Agricultural Innovation, 2-year flagship 
book of the ARD 
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