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My research focuses on the intersection of development economics and geographic information systems 
with an emphasis on the dynamic process of rural land transformation, rural employment diversification, 
and agricultural production outcomes on household welfare.  My most recent research explores 
household livelihood strategies in Papua New Guinea (PNG), including linkages between agriculture, 
poverty and nutrition outcomes among rural smallholder farmers. 
 
EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Civil Engineering    University of Colorado, USA (2013) 
M.A. International Development Studies George Washington University, USA (2007) 
B.A. Spanish, Fine Arts    Colorado State University, USA (2002) 
 
SELECT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

International Food Policy Research Institute, 2009 – present 
Boulder, Colorado: Senior Research Fellow;  

Papua New Guinea Country Program Leader (2021 – present) 
Washington, D.C.:   Research Fellow (2017 – 2022),  

Associate Research Fellow (2014-17),  
Senior Research Analyst (2011-13)  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia:  Country Program Coordinator / GIS Specialist (2009-11) 
 

• Lead researcher / principal investigator on Papua New Guinea country strategy support program 
funded by DFAT (2017-present) including primary data collection and analysis, policymaker 
engagement and communications, and capacity strengthening program at universities and 
government departments. 

• Lead researcher for PNG agriculture investment strategy project, working with governments of   
PNG and Australia, and other donor partners to inform data-driven options for economic growth 
in PNG 

• Lead researcher for food price data collection and analysis program in PNG, including capacity 
strengthening of local partners for improved price monitoring across rural and urban markets. 

• Lead researcher for rural household surveys in Papua New Guinea (2018-19 and forthcoming 
2023) resulting in a variety of policy and academic papers and briefs that were provided to 
government department heads, provincial authorities and universities. 

• Interim country program leader in Ethiopia (2011) – managed IFPRI program evaluation, key donor 
and stakeholder workshops and meetings, and research agenda activities and outputs 

• Designed, implemented, and analyzed household panel data evaluation (2010, 2014) on water 
conservation projects to inform the Sustainable Land Management Program (SLMP) in Ethiopia. 

• Perform econometric and spatial analysis on watershed management, sustainable land 
management, infrastructure, labor markets, and market access (ongoing). 
 

GIS Analyst (Junior Professional Associate), World Bank, 2007-09 

• Developed a natural disaster risk platform to improve emergency planning and response. 

• Analyzed Mozambique transportation corridors and rural-urban transformation. 



• Designed and taught hands-on GIS workshops and wrote GIS exercise manuals and learning aids. 
 

Program Evaluation Assistant (Graduate Researcher), Plan International, 2006-07 

• Evaluated rural population access to birth registration services in Bolivia 

• Reported results of birth registration services to Plan International leadership to inform future 
program investments and policy dialogue 
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LANGUAGES 

English - Native; Spanish – Fluent in writing and speaking; Italian – Fluent in writing and speaking  


