SAMUEL E. BENIN

International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) Phone (w): +1 (530) 400-3756
http://www.ifpri.org/staffprofile/samuel-benin Email: s.benin@cgiar.org
EDUCATION

Ph.D., Agricultural and Resource Economics, University of California, Davis. December 1998.
M.S., Resource Economics, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. September 1993.
B.S. (Hons), Agricultural Economics, University of Ghana, Legon. December 1988.

RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
International Food Policy Research Institute
Africa Office

+ Deputy Director (September 2017 to present): assisting the director in managing the division’s
research portfolio and providing overall intellectual leadership and guidance for the strategic
research areas of the division and capacity building related activities; conducting research on
national strategies and public investment for accelerating food systems transformation in Africa;
and providing analytical support to the African Union’s Comprehensive Africa Agriculture
Development Programme (CAADP) and Biennial Review.

+ Acting Director (March to October 2020, March 2022 to present): managed the division’s
research portfolio and providing overall intellectual leadership and guidance for the strategic
research areas of the division and capacity building related activities; participated in senior
management team (SMT) meetings; managed the transition and localization of programs
(ReSAKSS, AGRODEP, and MaMo) and associated staff and resoutces to an African institution,
Akademiya20063.

Development Strategy and Governance Unit

+ Senior Research Fellow (April 2017 to August 2017) and Research Fellow (February 2006
to March 2017): conducted research on impact of public investment in agriculture and rural
areas and provided monitoring and evaluation support to CAADP.

+ Database manager: Statistics on Public Expenditures for Economic Development (SPEED),
March 2015 to present; and Regional Strategic Analysis and Knowledge Support System
(ReSAKSS), September 2010 to present.

+ Program leader: ReSAKSS, September 2010 to August 2012; Pro-Poor Public Investment,
February 2006 to September 2010; and Uganda Strategy Support Program, February 2004 to
February 2000.

Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda (Department of Agricultural Economics and
Agribusiness)
+  Guest Lecturer in M.S. Econometrics, March to July 2005 (Spring Semester).

International Livestock Research Institute, Addis Ababa (Livestock Policy Analysis Program)

+ Agricultural Economist, September 2001 to December 2003.

+ Editor, Socioeconomics and Policy Research working paper series, September 2001 to
December 2003.

+ Post-Doctoral Scientist, March 1999 to August 2001.

University of California, Davis (Agricultural and Resource Economics Department)

+ Research Assistant, September 1993 to June 1995.
* Graduate Reader, October 1995 to June 1996.

University of Massachusetts, Amherst (Resource Economics Department)
+ 'Teaching Assistant, September 1991 to May 1992.
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Comptran Engineering & Planning Associates, Accra, Ghana
+ Consultant, June 1989 to August 1991.

University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana (Department of Agricultural Economics)
+ Research/Teaching Assistant, June 1989 to August 1991.

PUBLICATIONS (peer-reviewed books, book chapters, research reports)

Benin, S., Marivoet, W., Mawia, H. and Ulimwengu, J. 2023. “Regional developments: Africa,” in
International Food Policy Research Institute IFPRI), 2023 Global Food Policy Report: Rethinking
Food Crisis Responses. Washington, DC: IFPRI. https://doi.org/10.2499/9780896294417 08

Njuki, J., Benin, S., Marivoet, W., Ulimwengu, J. and Mwongera, C. 2022. “Regional developments:
Africa,” in International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 2023 Global Food Policy Report:
Climate Change and Food Systems. Washington, DC: IFPRI.
https://doi.org/10.2499 /9780896294257 13

Benin, S., Andam, K. and Ulimwengu, J. 2021. “Regional developments: Africa,” in International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), 2020 Global Food Policy Report: Building Inclusive Food
Systems. Washington, DC: IFPRI. https://doi.org/10.2499/9780896293670

Benin, S. 2019. “Public Expenditure on Agriculture and its Impact,” chapter 7 in X. Diao, P. Hazell,

S. Kolavalli, and D. Resnick (eds.). Ghana’s Economic and Agricultural Transformation: Past
Performance and Future Prospects. Oxford and Washington, DC: Oxford University Press and

IFPRI: pp. 170-209.

Benin, S., Place, F.M.; and Hazell, P.B.R. 2018. Has IFPRI's research decentralization strategy made a

difference? An econometric study of African and Asian Countries, 1981-2014. Independent Impact
Assessment Report 44. Washington, DC: IFPRI.

Benin, S., Ulimwengu, J.M., Matchaya, G.C., Makombe, T., Lorka, M., Vodounhessi, A., and Tefera,
W. 2018. Mutual accountability in CAADP and agricultural transformation. In Africa agriculture

status report 2018: Catalyzing government capacity to drive agricultural transformation (Issue 6), AGRA.
Chapter 7, Pp. 150-184. Nairobi, Kenya: Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA).

Benin, S., Nkonya, E., Okecho, G., Randriamamonjy, J., Kato, E., Lubade, G., and Kyotalimye, M.

2018. Micro-econometric and Micro-Macro Linked Models: Impact of the National Agricultural
Advisory Services INAADS) Program of Uganda—Considering Different Levels of Likely

Contamination with the Treatment. In C. Henning, O. Badiane, and E. Krampe. Development policies
and policy processes in Africa: Modeling and evalnation. Cham, Switzerland: Springer Open.

Benin, S. 2017. Agricultural Public Spending in Africa is Low and Inefficient. In A. Goyal and J.
Nash (Eds.), Reaping Richer Returns: Public Spending Priorities for African Agriculture Productivity Growth,
Africa Development Forum, World Bank, Washington, DC.

Benin, S. (Ed.). 2016. Agricultural Productivity in Africa: trends, patterns, and determinants. IFPRI,
Washington, DC.

Benin, S., Wood, S. and Nin Pratt, A. 2016. Introduction. In Benin, 2016.

Benin, S. and Nin Pratt, A. 2016. Inter-temporal Trends in Agricultural Productivity. In Benin, 2016.

Benin, S. 2016. Conclusions and Implications for Raising and Sustaining High Agricultural
Productivity in Africa. In Benin, 2016.

Benin, S., McBride, L. and Mogues, T. 2016. Why Do African Countries Underinvest in Agricultural
R&D? In J. Lynam, N. Beintema, J. Roseboom, and O. Badiane. (Eds.). Agricultural Research in
Africa: Investing in Future Harvests. IFPRI, Washington, DC.

Badiane, O., Asenso-Okyere, K., Benin, S. and Makombe, T. 2013. Policy choices on the ground:
Africa. In IFPRI, 2072 Global Food Policy Report. IFPRI, Washington, DC.
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Diao, S., Thutlow, J., Benin, S. and Fan. S. (Eds.). 2012. Strategies and Priorities for African Agriculture:
Economywide Perspectives from Country Studies. IFPRI, Washington, DC.

Benin, S., Fan, S. and Johnson, M. 2012. Estimating public agricultural spending requitements. In
Diao, Thutlow, Benin and Fan, 2012.

Breisinger, C., Diao, X., Thurlow, T., Benin, S. and Kolavalli, S. 2012. Ghana. In Diao, Thurlow
Benin and Fan, 2012.

Benin, S., ]. Thurlow, X. Diao, C. McCool, and F. Simtowe. 2012. Malawi. In Diao, Thurlow, Benin
and Fan, 2012.

Benin, S., J. Thurlow, X. Diao, A. Kebba, and N. Ofwono. 2012. Uganda. In Diao, Thurlow, Benin
and Fan, 2012.

Thurlow, J., S. Benin, X. Diao, H. Kalinda, and. T. Kalinda. 2012. Zambia. In Diao, Thurlow, Benin
and Fan, 2012.

Mogues, T. and Benin, S. (Eds.). 2012. Public Expenditures for Agricultural and Rural Development in Africa.
Routledge, UK.

Benin, S., Mogues, M. and Fan, S. 2012. Agricultural growth and poverty reduction impacts of public
investments: assessment concepts and techniques. In Mogues and Benin, 2012.

Benin, S., Mogues, T., Cudjoe, G. and Randriamamonjy, J. 2012. Public expenditures and agricultural
productivity growth in Ghana. In Mogues and Benin, 2012.

Benin, S. and Mogues, M. 2012. Agricultural and rural public spending in Africa: conclusions and
implications. In Mogues and Benin, 2012.

Benin, S., Nkonya, E., Okecho, G., Kato, E., Randriamamonyjy, J., Lubade, G., Kyotalimye, M. and
Byekwaso. 2011. Impact of Uganda’s National Agricultural Adyisory Services. Research Monograph.
IFPRI, Washington, DC.

Benin, S. and Pender, J. 2008. Land rental markets and land management in the highlands of
Ethiopia. In Holden, S., K. Otsuka and F. Place (Eds.). The Emergence of Land Markets in Africa:
Impacts on Poverty, Equity, and Efficiency. Resources for the Future Press, Washington, D. C.

Nkonya, E., Pender, J., Benin, S. and Kato, E. 2008. Land rental markets and land management:
evidence from Uganda. In Holden, S., K. Otsuka and F. Place (Eds.). The Emergence of L and Markets
in Africa: Impacts on Poverty, Equity, and Efficiency. Resources for the Future Press, Washington, D. C.

Nin-Pratt, A., Ehui, S. and Benin, S. 2007. Livestock productivity in developing countries: an
assessment. In Evenson, R. and Pingali, P. (Eds.). Handbook of Agricultural Economics, 1 olume 3:
Agricnttural Development: Farmers, Farm Production and Farm Markets. North-Holland, Amsterdam.

Omamo, S.W., Diao, X., Wood, S., Chamberlin, J., You, L., Benin, S., Wood-Sichra, U. and
Tatwangire, A. 2006. Strategic priorities for agricultural development in Hastern and Central Africa.
Research Report 150. IFPRI, Washington, DC.

Benin, S. 20006. Policies and programs affecting land management practices, input use and

productivity in the highlands of Amhara region, Ethiopia. In Pender, J., Place, F. and Ehui, S.
(Eds.). Strategies for Sustainable Land Management in the East African Highlands. IFPRI, Washington,

DC.

Benin, S., Ehui, S., and Pender, J. 2006. Policies for livestock development in the Ethiopian
highlands. In Pender, J., Place, F. and Ehui, S. (Eds.). Strategies for Sustainable Iand Management in the
East African Highlands. IFPRI, Washington, DC.

Benin, S., Smale, M. and Pender, ]. 2006. Determinants of cereal diversity on household farms in the
highlands of northern Ethiopia. In Smale, M (Ed.). Valuing Crop Biodiversity: On-farm Genetic Resources
and Economic Change. CABI Publishing, Wallingford, UK.

Wood, S., Ehui, S., Adler, J., Benin, S., Cassman, K.G., and others. 2005. Food. In Hassan, R.,
Scholes, R. and Ash, N. (Eds.). Ecosysters and human well-being: current state and trends, 1 olume 1. Island
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Press, Washington, DC., USA.

Benin, S. 2004. Enabling policies and linking producers to markets. In D.J. Rees and M.P. Nampala
(Eds.). Lutegrated Agricultural Research for Development: Achievements, I essons Learnt and Best Practices.
National Agricultural Research Organization, Entebbe, Uganda.

Henry de Frahan, B., Benin, S., and Egan, L. (Eds.). 2000. Agricultural economics and policy reforms: policy
reform and natural resource management. The Nectar Programme, Catholic University of Louvain,
Louvain, Belgium.

Benin, S. and Henry de Frahan, B. 2000. Taking account of the environmental impacts in project
analysis. In Henry de Frahan, B., Benin, S., and Egan, L. (Eds.). Agricultural economics and policy

reforms: policy reform and natural resonrce management. The Nectar Programme, Catholic University of
Louvain, Louvain, Belgium.

PUBLICATIONS (peer-reviewed journal articles)

Benin, S. 2015. Impact of Ghana’s Agricultural Mechanization Services Center Program. Agricultural
Economies 46(1): 103-117.

Mogues, T., Fan, S. and Benin, S. 2015. Public Investments in and for Agriculture. European Journal of
Development Research 27(3):337-352.

Mogues, T. and Benin, S. 2012. Do external grants to district governments leverage own-revenue
generation? A look at local public finance dynamics in Ghana. World Development 40(5):1054-1067.

Benin, S., Nkonya, E., Okecho, G., Randriamamonjy, J., Kato, E., Lubade, G., and Kyotalimye, M.
2012. Impact of the national agricultural advisory services (NAADS) program of Uganda:
considering different levels of likely contamination with the treatment. .American Journal of
Agricnltural Economies 94(2):386-392.

Benin, S., Nkonya, E., Okecho, G., Kato, E., Randriamamonjy, J., Lubade, G., and Kyotalimye, M.
2011. Returns to spending on agricultural extension: the case of the National Agricultural Advisory

Services INAADS) program of Uganda. Agricultural Economics 42(2):249-267.
Birner, R., Davis, K., Pender, J., Nkonya, E., Anandajayasekeram, P., Ekboir, J., Mbabu, M., Spielman,
D.J., Horna, D., Benin, S., and Cohen, M. 2009. From best practice to best fit: a framework for

designing and analyzing pluralistic agricultural advisory services worldwide. Journal of Agricultural
Education and Extension 15(4):341-355.

Jabbar, M., Benin, S., Gabre-Madhin, E. and Paulos, Z. 2008. Market institutions and transaction

costs influencing trader performance in live animal marketing in rural Ethiopian markets. Journal of
African Economies 17(5):747-764.

Benin, S. and Pender, J. 2006. Theory of collective action in community management of grazing
lands: The case of the highlands of northern Ethiopia. Environmental and Development Economics

11(1):127-149.
Benin, S., Ahmed, M., Pender, J., and Ehui, S. 2005. Development of land rental markets and

agricultural productivity growth: the case of northern Ethiopia. Journal of African Economies 14(1):21-
54.

Benin, S., Smale, M., Pender, ., Gebremedhin, B. and Ehui, S. 2004. The economic determinants of
cereal crop diversity on farms in the Ethiopian highlands. Agricultural Economies 31(2/3):197-208.

Benin, S., Ehui, S., and Pender, J. 2004. Policies affecting changes in ownership of livestock and use
of feed resources in the highlands of northern Ethiopia. Journal of African Economies 13(1):166-194.

Benin, S., Ehui, S., and Pender, J. 2003. Policies for livestock development in the Ethiopian
highlands. Environment, Development and Sustainability 5(3-4):491-510.

CV, Janunary 2023, Samuel E. Benin 4


http://ussp.ifpri.info/files/2011/10/enabling-policies-and-linking-producers-to-markets-benin-04.pdf
http://books.google.com/books/about/Integrated_Agricultural_Research_for_Dev.html?id=ynAkHQAACAAJ
https://www.uclouvain.be/273313.html
https://www.uclouvain.be/273313.html
https://www.uclouvain.be/cps/ucl/doc/ecru/documents/TF5M5D05.pdf
https://www.uclouvain.be/cps/ucl/doc/ecru/documents/TF5M5D05.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/agec.12201/abstract
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/ejdr/journal/v27/n3/full/ejdr201540a.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X11003044
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X11003044
http://ajae.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/full/aar094?ijkey=QJkzLOSchzb75DI&keytype=ref
http://ajae.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/full/aar094?ijkey=QJkzLOSchzb75DI&keytype=ref
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2010.00512.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2010.00512.x
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Holden, S., Benin, S., Shiferaw, B., and Pender, ]. 2003. Tree planting for poverty reduction in less-
favored areas of the Ethiopian highlands. Swall-scale Forest Economics, Management and Policy 2(1):63-
80.

Ahmed, M.M., Gebremedhin, B., Benin, S., and Ehui, S. 2002. Measurement and sources of technical
efficiency of land tenure contracts in Bthiopia. Environmental and Development Economics 7(3):507-527.

Benin, S. and Pender J. 2001. Impacts of land redistribution on land management and productivity in
the Fthiopian highlands. Iand Degradation and Development 12:555-568.

Pender, J., Gebremedhin, B., Benin, S., and Ehui, S. 2001. Strategies for sustainable development in
less-favored areas. American Journal of Agricultural Economics 83(5):1231-1240.

Stevens, T.H., Benin, S., and Larson, J.S. 1995. Public Attitudes and Economic Values for Wetland
Preservation in New England. Wetlands 15(3):226-231.

PUBLICATIONS (briefs, notes, abstracts)

Benin, S. 2022. The CADDP 10 per cent target — still pursued by African leaders? Rural 21: The
International Journal for Rural Development 56(4/2022): 20-21.
Benin, S., D. Navarro, D. Laborde, M. Fynn, M. Makhura, A. Moletsane, D. Adama, S. Kimathi, and

M. Kaliba. 2022. “CAADP BR data improvements and challenges: A critical analysis of theme 2 in
the 3rd BR cycle.” AFR Project Note 1. Washington, D.C.: IFPRI.

Benin, S. 2020. “The CAADP biennial review: why many countries are off track.” ReSAKSS Issue
Note 32. Washington, D.C.: IFPRI.

Benin, S. 2019. “Trends and Composition of Government Expenditures on Agriculture in Ghana,
1960-2015.” ReSAKSS Issue Note 31. Washington, D.C.: IFPRI.

Benin, S. and Tiburcio, E. 2019. “Ghana’s 10 Percent Agriculture Expenditure Saga: Why Reported
Expenditure Shares Are Not What They Seem.” ReSAKSS Issue Note 30. Washington, D.C.:

IFPRI.

Benin, S., Place, F.M., and Hazell, P.B.R. 2018. Has IFPRI's research decentralization strategy made a
difference? An econometric study of African and Asian Countries, 1981-2014. Independent Impact
Assessment Brief 44. Washington, DC: IFPRI.

Benin, S. 2016. Agricultural Productivity in Africa: trends, patterns, and determinants. Synopsis. IFPRI,
Washington, DC., USA.

Kolavalli, S., Silver, J., Benin, S. and Johnson, M. 2015. After the Ten Percent: Moving Agriculture in
Ghana. Ghana Strategy Support Program Policy Note 7. IFPRI, Washington, D.C., USA.

Benin, S. 2014. Development benchmarks for African agriculture. World Politics Review (June 3):15-19.

Benin, S. and Yu, B. 2013. Trends in public agricultural expenditures in Africa. ReSAKSS Issue Note
22. IFPRI, Washington, D.C.; USA.

Liu, Y. and Benin, S. 2013. Options and Priorities for Raising and Maintaining High Agricultural
Productivity in Africa. ReSAKSS Issue Note 20. IFPRI, Washington, D.C., USA.

Benin, S. 2013. Are African governments serious about agriculture? Transforming Agriculture
Conference, 8-9 November 2012, GSSP Discussion Brief No. 4. IFPRI, Washington, D.C., USA.

Benin, S., Johnson, M., Jimah, K., Taabazuing, J., Tenga, A., Abokyi, E., Nasser, G., Ahorbo, G. and
Owusu, V. 2013. Evaluation of four special initiatives of the Ministry of Food and Agticulture.

Transforming Agriculture Conference, 8-9 November 2012, GSSP Discussion Note 18. IFPRI,
Washington, D.C., USA.

Diao, X., Johnson, M., Dorosh, P. and Benin, S. 2010. Estimating agricultural public spending
requirements: meeting the MDGT1 poverty-reduction target in sub-Saharan Africa. IFPRI Brief.
IFPRI, Washington, D.C., USA.
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UNPUBLISHED WORKS (selected works in progress, papers, reports, presentations)

Benin, S. Two Decades After Maputo, What’s in The Ten Percent? Determinants and effects of the
composition of government agriculture expenditure in Africa (Discussion Paper in progress).

Benin, S., Ulimwengu, J., Tankari, M., and Ceesay, B. Decision supportt tool for the CAADP Biennial
Review. An online application.

Benin, S. Impact of COVID-19 on the fiscal space for agricultural transformation in Africa. Virtual
presentation, October 22, 2020, IFPRI.
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evaluating regional agricultural programs in the COMESA region. Mimeo. ReSAKSS-ECA, ILRI,
Nairobi.
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in Kenya. Paper Prepared for Kenya’s Agricultural Development Plan and the Comprehensive
Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) Roundtable Discussion.
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STRENGTHENING CAPACITY FOR AGRIFOOD SYSTEMS TRANSFROMATION

+ Leading development of online CAADP Biennial Review (BR) decision support tool for evaluating
for options to achieve the goals and targets of the Malabo Declaration on accelerating agricultural
growth and transformation for shared livelihoods and prosperity.

* Leader of the African Union’s CAADP BR Technical Working Group on agricultural finance
(Theme 2), from September 2016.

+ Member of the Technical Advisory Group for the 50x2030 initiative to close the agricultural data
gap, from March 2020.

+ Co-leader of the working group on ending hunger of the UN Food System Summit Action Track 1
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to ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all, November 2020 to September 2021.
Member of the development partners coordination group (DPCG) in supportt of the
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), September 2017 to June
2020.

Led development of online tool for tracking implementation of the National Agricultural
Investment Plans (NAIPs).

Member of Task Force in support to NAIPs appraisal and design, from May 2016 to June 2020.
Led development of indicators and data compilation for Statistics on Public Expenditures for
Economic Development (SPEED), from March 2015 to September 2017.

Member of the African Union’s Task Team that developed the CAADP Results Framework.
Member of the African Union’s Task Team that developed the Implementation Strategy and
Roadmap to achieving the 2025 vision on CAADP.

Leading development of indicators and data compilation and analysis for ReSAKSS data portal to
monitor progress in implementation of CAADP, from September 2010 to June 2020.
Coordinator, ReSAKSS publication series (Annual Trends and Outlook Report series, Working
Paper series, and Policy Note series), from September 2010 to June 2020.

Member of the CAADP Working Group on monitoring and evaluation (M&E) and mutual
accountability.

Leader of the African Union’s Task Team that developed the CAADP M&FE Framework.
Member of the Government of Uganda’s Plan for Modernization of Agriculture Technical Sub-
Committees on food and nutrition security, environment and natural resources, marketing and
agro-processing, and monitoring and evaluation, February 2004 to February 2000.

External Examiner of the Examining Board of the Master of Science in agricultural economics
thesis open defense examination, Alemaya University, Ethiopia, 2002 and 2003.
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Rockefeller Conference Grant, 2003: IAAE Meetings, Durban, South Africa.

Neville Clarke Award for outstanding teamwork, 2000: ILRI. For the project on Policies for
Sustainable land Management in Mixed Crop-Livestock Systems in the East African Highlands in
recognition of innovative and productive ILRI teams and partnerships that have made significant
achievements toward the goals of ILRI. Also nominated for the 2001 CGIAR Science Award for
Outstanding Scientific Partnership.

Graduate Student Travel Award, March 1997: UC Davis.

Dissertation Writing Award (Rockefeller & Ford Foundations), May 1996: UC Davis.

Jesse D. Carr Fellowship, Spring 1996: UC Davis.

Giannini Fellowship, Fall 1994 and Winter 1995: UC Davis.

Gail E. and Ruth M. Oliver Scholarship: Fall 1993, Winter and Spring 1994: UC Davis.
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Practice; Mountain Research and Development
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Board Member, Ghana-Sacramento Foundation (a charitable non-profit 501(c)(3) Organization),
March 2013-April 2017.

President, Ghanaian Association of Sacramento and Ghana-Sacramento Foundation (a charitable
non-profit 501(c)(3) Organization), March 2013-April 2015.

President, Zebu Club, International Livestock Research Institute, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 2001-
2003.

CV, Janunary 2023, Samuel E. Benin 11


https://naip-status.resakss.org/
https://naip-status.resakss.org/
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/statistics-public-expenditures-economic-development-speed
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/statistics-public-expenditures-economic-development-speed
http://www.nepad-caadp.net/sites/default/files/the_caadp_results_framework_2015-2025.pdf
http://www.nepad.org/system/files/Implementation%20Strategy%20Report%20English.pdf
http://www.nepad.org/system/files/Implementation%20Strategy%20Report%20English.pdf
http://www.resakss.org/map/
http://www.resakss.org/publications/intro
http://www.resakss.org/index.php?pdf=39399

